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merce by land, and that naturally must soon de-
stroy its commerce by sea, but if the Tyrians had
the heart to hold out, they certainly could not be
starved into submission. Ba'al was now king of
Tyre and he was clearly of different stuff from his
less courageous predecessors. Year by year the
siege dragged on, while other aud greater efforts
occupied the attention of Esarhadtlon, and in the
end there was no result. The siege had to be lifted,
and Esarhaddon must confess defeat. It is true
that upon one of his largest and most impressive
monuments he pictures Ba'al of Tyre kneeling be-
fore his august majesty, who holds him with a
ling through his lips.1 On the inscription, how-
ever, there is not one word about the fall of Tyre,
nor elsewhere in any of Esarhaddon's records is
there any claim that Tyre had been taken. We
are forced to the conclusion that Esurhaddon is
here glorying without justification, and that Ba'al
of Tyre during his entire reign maintained his in-
dependence. The failure to take Tyre was a loss,
in that great treasure would undoubtedly have
been secured, but in no way was the continued
existence of the city a menace to Assyria or an
interference with the progress of Assyrian power
anywhere in the west. There was no danger of
any attack by Tyre upon the Assyrian flank if
Esarhaddon should decide to move southward
with his forces. Tyre would go on with her com-

1 The Stele of Ziujirli.   See von Luschao, Awgrabungen von Sendncfiivl^
Berlin, 1808.